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uch-Reaſoning 
bene ali el e 


leave | 

orſake me for ſuch my e £20 
ice; but. now. it be to be gixen up 
the Lord in the matter, >, f 9 Will 
he is able to preſerve and It > 
bxerciſe be of 7 — nature or kind ſocver: 5 
this. I can ſay, 1 **. nat know. that or 7 | 
an ! 


CE t 
ar that the Lord was near ready 


 faQtion, that the Lord, in his way and time, a 


„„ 
any prejudice againſt any particular Friend why 
ever, but that if I have any ways receipt 
wrong or prejudice from any, I can ſay in fing 
rity, that 1 can forgive them; and wherein 
have done wrong to any, I deſire the ſame te 
per and diſpoſition from them, and when 
any of us are or have been detrimental yy 
one another, my belief is, as faithfulneſs for tin 
to come is kept unto, that what is not in th 
power of any of us to perform, or give {ai 


( 


E 


| 


and will Fee ſatisfackion unto the Wroni ; 
but then there mult be a forgiving DiſpolitaM,; 


as they would be forgiven. | n 
Now, dear Friends, as to what hath been 
in the view of my Mind, is, that of late tin. 
and now is a time of great outward ſtrain, 
and outward Difficultics amongſt a great nally } 
Families amongſt Friends, as well as conta 
as with relation to outward Subſiſtance; a 
the Lord hath of late been mercifully pla 
to ſend and afford utito the Poor, and git 
Neceſſitated, sutward plenty of a 
When the Hands and Hearts of many of! 
Rich were, as it were locked and ſhut up: 

notwithſtanding, Friends, I know in my 
Underſtanding and Reaſon, my own per 
unfitneſs ſo toappear on divers conſideration 
a neceflity ſeemerh to lie upon me, and conſii 
believe I may ſay, how the Lord in his m 
your Providence and Dealings, hath ing 
Love and Mercy reduced me, as to out! 
Conſiderations , for which 1 know I ſi p! 


C3) 


doth ſupport and ſuſtain, and o- 
the way of the Exerciſed to paſs and go 
ard, notwithſtanding of any thing: what» 
that may attend; that which principally 
eth to be in the view of my mind, is to 
amongſt Friends, which the Lord in his 
dant Mercy hath bleſt with a large and 
ſhare ot outward Bleſſings; Riches, and 
ard great Mercies, my Advice and {el 
fear of the Lord is,have acare your Hearts 
ot too much ſettle, and is not too much 
upon and in them; what you have in ſuch 
dance to what others have, it is not y 
he Lord's, from whence all Goodneſs an 
es do come and proceed, who is the Father 
Mercies, to whom you are and muſt be 
tehntable for the ſame, you ought not to live 
itious in the enjoyment thereof, but to hive 
le doy them with much ſelf ; denyal; you 
not to ſet your Children on high: there+ 
of what the Lord hath handed unto and 
you only Stewards of, you ought with 
ſs and tenderneſs of Heart, to hand libe- 
asthe Lord hath dealt unto you) to thoſe 
e in outward ſtraits amongſt Friends, as 
W others, as the Lord may put it into your 
But if you have no diſpoſition there- 
ie Lord can otherways help the Neceſ- 
in and Diſtreſſed. 1 bleſs the Lord Lam a 
outs of what I write, to the truth thereof, 
| tt pleaſeth him, he can withdraw his 10 

a 4 2 great 


» to bleſs the Lord for; notwithſtanding 
ch, I cannot but greatly admire. how the 
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yours. e. 14 . 9. 1 ? 
And to you Friends, which the Lord lat 0 


Wives, your Husbands, and your Childm 


with Children, do not you to much let j 


40 


abundantly outwardly bleſt, this is in WM 
Heart for caution, and advice, and counk 
you would anſwer the end for which the l 
created you and gives unto a being in 
Bodics of Clay, you are not to eſtcem y 
ſelves your own, you are in duty bound to 
up even your -own/ſelves unto the Lord, 


whatever the Lord hath bleſt you witha, 
are in ſingleneſs of Heart to offer all x 
unto him, from whence all Good doth con 
proceed; do not the Husband let too mud 
to the affectionate the love of the] 
neither the Wife the Husband : You thi 
Husband and Wife whom the Lord hat 


fections into them, the Lord having gin 
out ward ability, offer your Children and 
ſpring in their loafancy, up unto the Lon 

y your felves of them, and place the 
at a diſtance from your AﬀeCtions, when 
may be educated, and nurtured; and tn | 
up in the Fear of the Lord; and let then th. 
a litttle hardſhip, as their little Age nt 
mit of. Friends, I know what } writ, 
will not go without receiving an abund 
tisfactory Anſwer from the Lord, and ya 
ſpring in their young and tender Age, will 
and cry unto the Lord, and the Lord i 
be a wanting to anſwer their Cries, 4 


* 


| 5 ; > 5 3 . 
chem, and in his fear wake them gd 
dren „ and o ble, dutifti 
ſpoſition an Behaviour unto ou; aiſd :thiex 
have. cauſe to bleſs the Lord for ſuch your 
for them: this will be a better Portion un. 
hem, than if you had Thouſands of this 
ids Riches to leave and give unto them, and 
have a good tendency, fitly to qualific them 
nder to æheir being placed out in the World, 
when they come to matutity of Vears, give 
n and try them With but a little Portion of 
hat the Lord hath ont wardly bleſt you with, 
their lnduſtry and Faithfulneſs with chax: 
my ſeuſe and belief that this is the way for 
Poſteriry to be bleſt: And do not you Het 
gh and great with what*the Lord harh 
you with, neither Apparel your (elves nor 
Children im high, rich and ſtately Appatel, 
uch as becometh the Honour and Reputa- 
of the bleſſed Truth which you are pros 
of, Which teacherh Humility and Low- 
and Sdlf-denyal in all things; and in as 
a5 in you lieth, keep the knowledge of 
ontward ſubſtance from your Children 
ſtinding, and ſtudy how to do good: fot 
that are in outwatd*ftraits, and that ef. 
ly too, towards helping them as to their 
 ſiibfiſting, and to help them to place 
cir: Children, to the ends and purpoſes 
mentioned. M 5Y9 17 e ines 
ou that are outwardly Rich, for the 
al accompliſhment,” of the Ends befdbre- 
a, do act let the World judge yu 
A 3 Condem 
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maxyomot be ſenſible thereof; therefore gin 
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aytward Conſiderations, if we ate not y 


(6) 5 
condema you, f late have; ſhewed agy 
and en ee ble, Diſpoſition to employ f 
os, and to receive poor helpleſs Cache 
educate them in; Learning and uſeful Indi 
which, muſt needs be a great refreſhment 
comfort to poor diſtreſſed Parents, that i | 
be cannot tell how. to do for them. tn 
join- togerher ęffectually of your Subſtang 
worldly Riches with which God hath ble 
with, you that are outwardly. Rich Me 
Rich Women, . notwithſtanding you may | 
Children of your own to care and provide| 
he that gives you Children, and that taketh 
for Sparrows, is able to bleſs and provi 
your Children, notwithſtanding your oc 
care for them; and when your Heads arc 
the Duſt ; can make them a Bleſſing win 


up unto the Lord that gave them to you 
& offer unto the Lord your outward Subl 
worltly:Riches, which are his, who can 
them and it from you, when it pleaſeth hi 
he can make ſo of your Children and 
Riches, that they may rather prove Cui 
you than Bleſſings: And what availeth a8 


ſuch as the Lord expect us, and would 
to be, who hath the Life and Breath q 
in his Hand, and in the twinkling ef 
can take them and it from us, as it pleaſe 
In you that are, as before hinted 
with butward Riches, provide places q 
ion far poor Friends Children, che L 
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bleſs your Wotk therein, it ismy'belicf; and pro- 

ide Maſters, and Dames or Miſtreſſes, to have 

he care and 0 7. Ir, 8 and tuition 
them, as to Learning and other er 

dultry, let them be ſuch as are of commendable 

Woduſtrious Diſpoſitions, ſuch that have. an Eye 

Into the Lord, which truly teacketh him, that ſearel 

we an Eye to the reward of his Hand, that“ 

e haters of Covetouſneſs; he doth good unto 

|, he hath regard unto the low and exerciſed 

ate of the Poor; and the, Lord will have them 

be reſpected and cared for, whether you can 

ye any diſpoſition for them or no, the Lord is 

"pc to ſuſtain, beyond the Eye of Reaſon, and 

© Wd uphold. even in great diſtreſs and extremity, 

ich will be but for a Moment of time, com- 

tatively. to that of Eternity. . 

And to you that are Miniſtring and Teſtimo- 

bearing Friends, notwithſtanding, as already 

eſt, my Perſonal and every way unfitneſs ſo 

appear, ſomething bears upon my Mind unto 

h of you more- eſpecially that are bleſt with 


1 onſiderable ſhare. of outward Mercigs and 
dy ng, ſince the —— in his abundant great 
u th meaſurably again once more renew- 
a Day of freſh'Viſiration unto. me, which 1 
— aufe, above all ,outward conſiderations, 


"iy to prize and value, to the expiration of 
Wc io me: It hath been often before the view 
c y Mind, the outward Poverty and low E- 
— © of the bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the days 
rs Fleſh, who denyed himſelf in a wonder- 
0 manner of ou ward and worldly. conſide- 
© W's, notwithſtanding * being . — 


4 


* ” 


ef all things, 
- of the Lord Jeſus 
we read of, often in Neceſſities, Straits, Hung 


and Want. Receive it as you can f 
is it that theſe outward worldly Riches and E 
it is a time of outward Liberty and Quiet 
vou can appear with boldneſs and zeal fort 


to appear When the hurden and heat bf the 
in Perſecution-time Jay moſtly upon (andi 


outwardly meaner ſort amongſt the Lords 

ſiderations, and when in that time the 
= might expoſe themſelves that had little til 
Whi 


Jews caſting largely of their abundance into 


N 
, as well in the Earth as in the Ha 
vens; and alſo of the low and poor outwatd; 
ſtare of the — — and primitive Miniſter 


briſt, of whom it isfaidthy 
had no certain dwelling-place, who were, 


Friends: Hy 
joyments ſticketh ſo very cloſe to ſome? And 


Lord and his Truth, of which there was tk 
eould hardly be ſeen, as I have been inforny 


Lord's Teſtimony for his Truth was kept y 
and ſuffered for moſtly by) the pooter a 


ple, who prized, loved, and eſteemed the l 
and his bleſſed Truth more than all otherd 


were taken notice to concerning it, I heat 
that day that this was returned for Ani 


hich bringeth to my mind concerning 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt's obſervation of ſome of 


Treaſury ;the poor Woman alſo caſting into 
Treaſury her only Mite, being all that ſte 
Pray Friends, do you ſee and read what Atl 


Chrift Jeſus made upon the whole of the mi a 
Friends, at any time when it ſeemeth Ml tin 
unto the Lord to ſend or*permir Suffering] ar 


come upon thoſe which profeſs his Name, 


9 


\ + 


bey may be ſtill more and more refined through 


ferings and Tryals, ſuch do not ſuffer at 


heir own expence; what ſuch loſeth in and on 


account of ſtanding for and owning the bleſ- 
Truth of the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, it is nothing 


ut what the Lord harh hoth lent. & given unto 


em as Stewards; and if it pleaſe the Lord in 


ch a way and manner to call for it at your 


ads, Friends you are to give it up to him a- 


in, who gave it unto you; and he can, as it 


meth meet unto him, in bleſſing of you, re- 
tu ittunto you again; for whoſoever loveth 
ouſe or Land, Husband, Wife or Children, or 
hatever they do in this World: enjoy, more 
un our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch to their 
o and ſorrow, will ig the concluſion of 
me to them find, that they are not worthy of 
1259 they may ſtand in the greateſt need 

= nt of RS 
And you that are public Miniſtting Friends, 
withſtanding my own every way inſuffici- 
Ana nottingnes, yet a neceſſity ſeemeth to 
r upon my Mind, to tell you the undertaking 
of great moment: Tou are neyer the better 
en, nor your Miniſtry, cannot have a Bleſſing 
attend it from thè Lord's hand, if you open 
ur Mouths for the Lord of your own diſpo- 
ſon, and in the reaſon of your own Minds, 
d declare and ſpeak for God, when the moti- 
of his good Spirit doth not attend you there- 
and when your. Mouths are not opened 

him, it will have little more than this cf- 


and rendency, to draw peoples Eyes, Minds 


and 
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| | | 10 
and Ears to gaze at you, when they ſhould 
their Eyes and Minds inwardly retired unty! 
Lord, and to the meaſure of his Grace, Lig 
and good Spirit in their Hearts: And as En 
in their Meetings come into this Spiritual and] 
ward diſpoſition of mind, then when the Lon 
hi Pn and mighty aboundings of his great. 
and goodneſs is pleaſed to break forth, 
makes way and opens the Mouth of any; th 
each particular in ſuch their retiredneſs of Mi 
receiveth a ſea ſonable and ſuitable portion of 
ward refreſhment, comfort and ſtrength, by; 
thro' which every one ſo retited, comes to rect 
from the Lord in an immediate way, ſui 
Counſel and Inſtruction agreeable to their t 

preſent ſtate and condition: and here, Fri 
the Work is like to go forward to a bleſſed 
and effect; And as before hinted at, for at 
appeat to open their Months for the Lott 
their own time and diſpoſitions, tho they: 
not be awanting in large outward Declan 

for the Lord and his blefſed Truth. Friend 

doth not, nor never will effect the matter l 

ſoever really propoſed, - but, ſeemeth to a 

along with it a tendency, of Popularity, 

ſelfiſn worldly Intereſt, , which it is my N 

the Lord in his own time will bring a blaſtij 

except there be a timely Repentance, and 
ing therefrom, For, Friends, the Lord 
mighty God is on his way, it is my belief tha 
is doing, and will do, mighty and great til 
in and amongſt, and for Ris faithful ſelf-i 
ing People; receive it who can. 
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1 | 
tou Friends, the Lord is and will be very jealous 
his great and wonderful bleſſed Name and 


ruch, and Glory, and he will not, neither muſt 
be given unto others, he alone is worthy of all 
c Glory, and all Honour, and that for ever- 
ore, Who is for e ver bleſſed; He will have 
ic ever bleſſed on! and Name to be renown- 
i honoured and obeyed in and amongſt his 
-ople, is my Faith and Belief, | 
Friends, how is it that you that are bleſt with 
ch outward Riches, and outward great Mer- 
es and Bleſſings, can be content to keep yo 
Suitward Riches, and let the bleſſed Truth 
ame of the Lord come to ſuffer, and to be re- 
iaWcoached amongſt the People of the World: 
ow dwellerh the love of the ever bleſſed Truth 
nd the love of God in your Hearts, that there 
{ little diſpoſition, if auy, to help thoſe that 
ave been, and are it may be, as ro outward con- 
anMidcration, ſinking in the World; that have been 
nd arc amongſt the Lord's people, tho* it may he 
2 a Providential way, ſuffered to come upon 
ome for their Backſliding, and Diſobedience, 
nd Forgerfulneſs of .the Lord, who hath been 
uy a time good and merciful unto them, with 
Viſitations of his great Love and Mercy, who 
otwithſtanding continueth to follow them both 
ith his Judgments and his Mercies, that the 
ay again be reſtored unto him: It is much wit 
e that the Lord many times ſuffers and permits 
uch things as theſe to come to paſs, as well to 
ry the Diſpoſitions of thoſe amongſt Friends 
nat are outwardly greatly bleſt, as well as in 
2 | Judgment 


PF. 1 
Judgment to the Backſlider in Heart, and ſoꝶm Ie 
times for Land- marks and Warnings unto othey 
that they be careful not to exalt then 
ſelyes, and not too much value themſelves q 
the account of their Riches, and Wiſdom, a 
Conduct. Friends, lowlineſs and humblent 
of Heart and Mind, and Self-denyal of ig 
World, and the ſpirit of it, isof the Lord 
led for amongſt the Lord's people, as well Spex 
kers, as thoſe that do not ſpeak and declarei 
publick - Friends have a care of being Lot 
over the Faith, of another; have a care of ſhi 
ving for the Maſterſhip; remember that noble a 
truly brave Example of the Lotd Jeſus Cheriſh 
waſhing his Diſciples Feet; give your Cauſe ij 
unto the Lord, let him plead your cauſe and: 
venge for you if there ſhould be any need; th 
Lord is a jealous God, have a care of the reaſn 
of your Minds concerning judging af another; 4 
not expoſe the Lord's honourable Name 20 
Frith in your Meetings unto the people of th 
World that comes in as Spectators, many d 
them have quick Aar ds to any thit 
of Jarrings, this gives them occaſion, it is 1 
belicf, to entertain a diflike of the Truth, whid 
in it ſelf is pure, worthy, and truly honourabi 
If you have any thing in your Minds to objil 
againſt any, let it not be, if poſſible, in publid 
or retired Meetings, or in the fight or hearin 
of others, but let it be in ſecret. If you jndg 
rhe faulty party refractory, and you find yo 
can do no good thereby, give it up unto the Lon 
Tf you are in the right, the Lord in his time vl 


C13 ) 
end for you and your Cauſe, And you that 
e Miniſtring Friends, have a care that you do 
pt ſuffer your felves ro come under this tempta- 
on, that becauſe your Mouths ſometimes may 
aye been opened by the Lord, and rherein have 
nown the aſſiſtance of his good Spirit to at- 
nd you; then and then only is your Miniſtry, 
f Service in reality, that you do not, as I have 
ready hinted, open your Mouths in a cuſto- 
ary Way, in the reaſon of your own Minds, 
ills, and Time, becauſe you ink the 
eeting may expect you ſhould ſpeak; pray 
ends be careful againſt that, and throw your 
towns down at the Feet of the Lamb, and 
) you appear really as you ate, nothing with- 
ut the Lord, and your ſilence upon ſuch a con- 
deration in the Retiredneſs of your Minds, will 
of more Edification both to your ſelves and 
e Meeting where you arc; and if there be no 
ords at all, the Lord knoweth without you 
ow to carry his great Work on and forwards, 
ch he hath ſo happily and wonderfully be- 
un in the Earth and World. What availech 
any of us to be popular, to be carraſſed and 
miled upon by thoſe that do nor rightly value, 
Iteem, prize, and truly love the Lord's Truth 
the inward of their Hearts, bur ir may be lets 
heir Minds and Hearts too much into the Earth- 
Enjoyments and Riches of this World, which 
thout their ſincere and timely Repentance and 
ning unto the Lord in truth and ſimplicity of 
eart, a ſmall blaſt of Exerciſe and Tryal will 
likely to carry ſuch away; for how ſhall my 
- ; be 
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pect to come, when the Lord ſhall be pleaſed i 


theſe. 


(14) 
be able to ſtand in an Exerciſing Day and Tin 
which we may with a great deal of Reaſon e 


Tec it meet to try us, then well will it be vit 
ſuch that ſhall be found truly ſincere and fait 
ful unto the Lord, and their Sufferings, as theyſ 
continue, will in the end redound to their eye 
laſting good and well-being, when Time to the 
ſhall be no more; be they of what nature or kin 
ſoever. Friends, how will you do to ſecure 30 
ſelves gin an exerciſing day ? your out 

Wealth, Riches, Children, Husbands or Wi 
or any thing you can affect which this Worll 
may afford, my Spirit is concerned and affet 
on the account of ſuch-like Conſiderations a 


But to proceed towards what I have alreat 
been pointing at, I may expect cenſure fro 
ſome in the reaſon of their Minds to this effelt 
This Perſon's outward Circumſtances have been, i 
are ſuch, that it may be he pleads his own Neceſſtit 
Circumſtances and Straits, and wants us to be dn 
and aſſiſting for him. Friends, to relate to jg 
the ſupporting Hand of the Lord ro me in hi 
way of ſccret Providence, it would take up ta 
much here, c. who hath in great outwal 
Straits, Neceſſities, and Difficulties (for whi 
I know I have cauſe to bleſs the Lord for, as 
ready expreſt) ſuſtained me, when thoſe fled trat 
me whom I thought I might expect Aſſiſtaꝶ 
from in friendly Endeavours, for my ourwal 
ſupport in my little Affairs, conſidering ri 
then ſtation on Truth's account, of — 8 
thougi 


C15 ) 
ht I might expect from them a helpi 
125 Love 12 my then great and ſore Piſtrelts 
it is my place and duty to be of compaſſion- 
forgiving Diſpoſition unto others, who my 
the Lord hath in ſuch a manner ſhowed ſuch 
t Compaſſion and - Forgiveneſs unto, and 
in ſo freely loved : Oh that I may for ever 
kept in the ſenſe thereof. And as for my 
particular, and part, I have abundant cauſe 
eyer to bleſs and praiſe, and extol his hon- 

worthy, and wonderful blefſed Name, 
great Power, for his many and wonderful 
ſervations unto me, by which I ſee and 
v, and have Faith, as faithfulneſs is kept 
); and do believe the Lord is able to ſuſtain, 
od and ſupport in greater Difficulties, Exer- 
then hath yet attended or been met with- 
to whom be all the Glory and Honour, for 
more, ſaith my Soul. 
ut to proceed, I have heard it ſaid, as with 
tion to the lending a Hand towards the ſup- 
ing of outward Keclining Friends, in their 
ard Affairs and Circumſtances, which if 
e were ſuch a truly noble and generous Diſ- 
tion, for the Preſervation, and Honour, and 
mutation of the Lord's truly honourable and 
led Truth and Name, it is my belief, it 
d be well accepted of the Lord, and of a 
d ſavour vato thoſe which are Strangers unto 
Lord's bleſſed Truth. I have heard it ſaid, 
It wouldſt thou have us pay Debts? Friends, 
d it not appear to be more like a Chriſtian 
«nying Diſpoſition, te be aſſiſting _— 
alQrc- 


— 


(0469 ; 
afore-mentioned Conſiderations, for the 
nour of Almighty God, than to give ft 
Hundreds of Pounds to place your Children; 
to an Apprenticeſhip, or to match your $ 
and Daughters high in the World: Friey 
this way likely for you to have your Chil 
brought into a low and humble ſtare, which 
Lord doth and will bleſs? And with what ge 
neſs and chearfulneſs of .mind do ſome | 
ſtow divers Hundreds of Pounds in andy 
their Habirarions and Scats, c. What g 
pity it is, (Friends) that there ſhould he j 
a contrary Diſpoſition amongſt thoſe 
would be eſteemed and accounted the La 
People, which ſhould ſhow ro the World! 
amplary Demonſtrations of Chriſt-like, au 
poſtle- like, and Primitive Chriſtian-like & 
denyal. 1 dailies 
Friends, as to what was . hinted before, 
lating to paying of diſtreſſed Friends Deby 
cannot be ſuppoſed that ſuch a weak Inſtrun 
as my ſelf is, ſhould be able, with all 1 ci 
or write, to prevail any thing with on 
account of the afore-mentioned Confiderati 
bur J have reaſon to believe, and have bean 
ſured of it, that there hath been a time when 
Friends have had ſo great regard for the Ia 
bleſſed Truth and Name, that they haver 
large Sums for the preſervation of the How 
of the bleſſed Truth and Name of the L 
which hath been prized, eſteemed, and v 
more than all worldly Conſiderations, for 
ypporting up of the Reputation and oy 


7 4 * 
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1g Friends, as to their outward Affairs. 


Ic 

er with me, Friends: Pray what remark- 
reno: great things hath been done by divers 
* rardly wealthy rich Friends, whom the 
ua hath raifed up in the World from a mean 
bu low eftate,, with relation to their doing 
ich conſfidetable Charitable publick — there- 
tan: Have not ſome ſet their Children (as 


re hinted) (oft high therewith; and as it 
e fixed them faſt in rhe Earth therewirh, 
it may be almoſt choaked them therewith 3 
pray (as before hinted) what ſavour doth 
ive for Example unto the World? What 
mple of a Self-denying Chriſt-like Life doth 
bew unto the World? How doth ir repreſent 
o them that we are here only as Pilgrims 
Strangers, having here no certain abiding 
e but are ſeeking after one to come. Doth 
matters and things of this nature rather ſhow 
liidence and diſtruſt of the. Lord, and want 
Faith to truſt our Selves, our worldly Riches, 
cu oments, and Children, and Poſterity with 
Lord. If it be accounted 1 make Reflection, 
raul am too cenſorious. I cannot well help it, 
concern of mind being ſuch, 1 find 1 cannot 
cn lde clear to expreſs otherways, if I be cen- 
d for ſo appearing. 
riends, 1 dearly love, honour, and reſpect 
y honeſt-hearred Self-denying Friends, as 
e 19 publick Miniſtring Friends, whoſe Mouths 
Lord doth really and truly open, as well as 
e whoſe Mouths are not open in publick, 
Lord will be with ſuch, and the Lord he 
B wil 


ne 
d 
It uy 
be! 
e 


'_ "IP 
will bleſs them, and do them much good; x 
the Lord he will ſuſtain ſuch in times of { 
and deep diſtreſs, ir is my, ſincere Faith and} 
lief: And thoſe that otherways amongſt t 
Lord's people, that are not fincere, nor are; 
faithful and honeſt- hearted unto the Lad, j 
my ſincere faith and belief, that the Lord i 
own time will find them out, and will pg 
with ſuch in his fore diſpleaſure, without i 
come to witneſs a time and place of Repemu 
and a real turning unto the Lord; for thel 
he is a dreadful and jealous God, and he vil 
ſerved, reverenced and obeyed by the Chilk 
and Sons and Daughters of Men. Friend; 1 
thinks I cannot be clear of, being cenſured 
tautology, and of writing in a manner wt 
fame effect and purport over and over; receive 
you can Friends. What ſtriving hath therek 
to be getting up high in the World, and am 
Rich Friends, [ſome Miniſtring Friends nott 
cepted] to ſet their Children and to m 
them Rich, beyond all appearance of dang 
as to the World, in their giving them in 
riage; may it not be obſerved how that { 
times we have ſeen, notwithſtanding the g 
care and concern beforc-mentione „ Wha 
ſtrarige Blaſting hath come upon ſome. 
And you that are publick Miniſtring Fn 
in the fear, and name, and dread of the UL 
[ caution and warn you to keep out df ! 
things, in ſhowing a more Chriſt-like \ 
denying Example and Diſpoſition ; and it 
conſider how ſome Years ago what ful 
ri 


1 19 J. 
pes there were; and before theſe times of 
frings broke forth, Ican remember jr opened 
the Hearts of faithful Miniſtring Friends 5 
bat big warn the Lord's People to be pre 2 
nd to be reparing for a time of 
ing ol Exerciſe, viz, as to d bufwat 1 
Fnpymients and to be give; % 1 to ve. 
er their All unto the a how fc 1 
eren 0 17 
Lord was 


; outward. hoy at 11 nden * vou 
d but believe and truſt in him alone. 
iends, what is the matter we hear ſo much x 
ating of the Sheep ?.. How is it that ſortie 
ick Friends can be ſo very free, and 
8 outwardly Bede in publick 
rebMEtings, and ſo very freely throw off their 
andMitual Portion and Bread upon the people? 
nat on the other hand, how is it and why 
| nad ſuch be ſparing liberally to be ſeeking 
dang A out the outwardly ſore ſhaitne 
n Ft the Lord's People, as liberally diſtri- 
t Mg of your outward and temporal Mercies 
he Riches; and alſo emen in theſe Con- 
itions nh pend and be ſpent, and truſt the 
for the renewing of your Temporal 
6, as well as to truſt him for the renew- 
of his Spiritual Riches and Mercies, which 
preateſt moment to every, of us, I do af- 
it: and, Friends, induſtrionſly to ſtudy 
, and ſeek how to be doing good outward- 
to the neceſſitated, 1 affirm it, Friends, 
2 | irs 


| 
) 
} 
{ 
| 


| 


own Live, an 


e. 


eb 
Fl 
ua 
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its my belielf, che Lord will double it untoyq 


Fathers Houſe, that have ſpent their Porti 


ſiderations, according to the ability which d 


ſome meaſure what great and ſore Neceſſi 
are amongſt ſome Friends, occaſions ſuch a cont 


(5) 


and to be of Induſtrious Diſpoſftions to ig 
after the Prodigals that are ſtrayed from 


amorigſt Harfors, in tendnels viſit, and ends 
vour the; recovery of ſuch, as the Lord hy 
been good unto you, and forgiven you mui 
Friends, if I have not ag it already, it in 

faith and belicf that the Lord Will In bis tn 

have ſuch a ſelf-denying People that willy 
their Neighbour as themſelves on outward q 


* 


Lord may give them, and will chearfully 
good unto others therewith, and that not i 
ſparingly, but as the Lord in his great loyeg 
mercy hath dealt unto them. , 

| Friends, the Lord loveth, as we have read, 
cheartul Giver ; and chooſe you (Friends) w 
ther you will take notice of it or no, notyi 
ſtanding what outward ſtraits and neceffiticn 
attend me, I do not crave any thing of you, 
yours for my ſelf, I have already hinted 2 
the ſuſtaining Hand of the Lord to me, at 
cannot bur believe, as faith and fairhfulne 
unto, but he will ir ſuſtain; but I knowig 


upon, my mind, as already expreſt. 
And Friends, pray bear further with me, 

is it that there is ſuch'a Complaint againſt 6 
wealthy rich Friends, that the charge and! 
then of the Poor, for the generality , i 
moſtly upon Friends that are but of — 
indif 


may come, (which the Lord for bid, if it bel 
bleſſed Will) that your Exerciſes and Sufferin 
may be the greater upon you and yours, on th 


Make the Caſe of the diſtreſſed your own ; we 
it ſo with you, as it is with them, you woll 


bl would gladly receive refreſhment from other 


3 -C 22 ) 
ed upon a Chriſtian profeſſing People, for th 
| wyal'of: their Faith, eſpecially of thoſe Whid 
are committed Slaves to the Gallies, it is n 
ported that they were outwardly the Rich 
amongſt the People; their Sufferings are, it! 
ſaid, to ſuch a degree inflicted upon them, tu 
they would gladly embrace Death; and th 
Cruelty of their Perſtcutors is ſuch, that thy 
will not ſcarcely (what in them lieth) Cuff 
them to dye. . . Eb” . 
And you, Friends, that have a great ſhare 
outward Riches,” you do not know but a tit 


and the f 


account of your outward Riches, | 
that accoun 


gure you bear ämongſt Men on 


gladly be ſuccoured in your Neceſſities, an 


vou would think it hard to be dealt unto fran 
and by the Rich with a near and- ſtrait Hand 
and that if you had been Prodigals, as ſotnct 
their woful unhappineſs have been, and that: 
a far Country from the Father's Houſe, wic 
the Swine, feeding on the Husks, having pet 
vour' Portion given you of the Father, and jul 
begin to think within your ſelves, how mani 
hired Servants in your Father's Houſe hat 
Bread enough, and to ſpare; upon which yu 
conſider of returning again to the Father 
Houſe, and upon your returning, the 2 
TR 4 * * onat! 
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9 
date Father in his wonted Compaſſion and 
rat Love, and long waiting for the Prodigals 
turn, in great love and forbearance, meeteth 
xd embraceth you, When yer afar off, would 
t you think it hard not to find the ſame diſ- 
fition and like tenderneſs from your elder 
other of Forgiveneis and Compaſſion ? bur 
ſtead of that to be reproached by your elder 
other, &c. of your former Prodigal ſtate, and 
hing ſcarcely of outward tenderneſs can be 
lowed unto and done for you, notwithſtand- 
g the Father in his abundant Love and Com- 
fon affordeth his Embraces unto you, and 
znifeſterh great Forgiveneſs and Compaſſion 
nto you? If this were your caſe, would you 
ot think it hard that when your Father hath 
rwiven, that your Brother, &c. cannot for- 
ve alſo? Friends, (as bath been hinted) the 
rodigals ſhould be ſought afrer, rather than 
nſured, whether Poor or Rich, their recove- 
| ſhould in great love, and tenderneſs, and 
xgiveneſs, be ſought for and endeavoured, in 
y apprehenſton and judgment: this is the like- 
lt ro be the moſt effectual ways to reach unto, 
d for the recovery of ſich. And it is my 
nle and belief, that the Lord will bleſs your 
deayours therein, and every way bleſs you 
id proiper you. And ir is my belief, as faith- 
Wineſs is kept unto, the Lord will not let any 
ind in nced of any thing thing he may ſec 
edful and convenient for them: The poor 
d bowed down ſhould be ſought out, and the 
ſtreſſed and outwardly exerciſed ſhould be 
B 4 ſoughr 


eth his compaſſions unto them, that they m 


there have been of the afore- mentioned 


them, who have given teſtimony againſt theirk 


paſſing over their inward Deficiencies 1 


10 24 ) 
ſought after: that is not taken notice of. H 
have been out of the way, you ſhould h 
compaſſion towards them, tor the Lord f&y 


again return, and be reclaimed from the til 
their way: And the Lord doth expect, I. 
affirm it, ſuch a Diſpoſition from you row 
them likewiſe, receive it as you pleaſe. Frizn 


in their ſore and great outward Diſtreß t 
have been ſuffered Providentially to come i 


mer Backflidings & Runnings out from thela 
and (ir may be hoped) have meaſurably with 
ſed Forgiveneſs at the Hand of the Lord: 
inſtead of lending a Hand of Succour and ofq 
ward Comfort, have been ſent away in ſuchth 
ſore Exerciſe and Diſtreſs, with rhe thromi 
a freſh. in their Teeth, inſtead of Bread, tit 
former unhappy extravagant ſtate of Apoll 
from the Lord; ir may be ſuch have i 
got, or may forget how often themſelves iu 
ſtood in want and need of the Lord's Fory 
neſs and Compaſſion towards themſelves, a 


Weakneſſes. 
Friends, I am not advocating unto you! 
the account of any Straits which hath | 
may attend my ſelf. I have already him 
how, I may ſay, the Lord hath ſtood 
and ſuſtained me on outward Conſiderati 
in ſore and great Diſtreſſes, as well as ina 
jet him fog ever have the Praiſe and Gi 
rin 


Il 


th 
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#nds, 1 having in a large meaſure, I think, 
nay ſay, Experience of ourward Exerciſes an 
ificulties, Cc. A concern hath been much 
on my mind for and on the account of others, 
, eſpecially the exerciſed poor and diſtreſſed 
ng Friends, wham the Lord in his Mercy 
Love F have reaſon to believe dath many 
nes extend unto. And Friends, whether you 
or no take any notice of what hath. been 
ted at; do as you pleaſe, I have in meaſure 
d what was ſo upon my Mind unto you, 
| therein I believe I ſhall not be wanting of 
Peace and of a good Anſwer from the 
d, if I be ſo happy to keep and continue in 
thfulneſs unto him. 


ts upon my Mind unto Friends, with rela- 
to the wearing of Apparel; rho? Friends [ 
not a Perſon of extraordinary great Age, 
lan remember my Converſation and know- 

ve Me of Friends for 30 Years ago, what a Self- 
es Hing diſpoſition of Plainneſs of Deport- 
ot and Self. denial there was as to Apparc{, 
es, Wn ſome did judge and think they could not be 
es Mfely ſelf deny ing enough to the mſelves in 
anneſsand Plainneſs in the Apparel thev then 
you Har on & wear, as well among Y onng Women 
at) oung Men; how we ſtudied in that Day 
bing rceed one another therein, the Lord's love 
ood Wl gcodneſs beſtowed upon and in our Hearts 
erat Day, made us contemn gav or ſtately 
watWrel, Let Miniſtring Friends be careful! 
Cen give good Example, that nothing of 
Fri that 


Ind Friends, I have ſtill ſomething further | 


Vis... _ 
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. even to vail their Faces with their Hon 


| fach we molt loved, eſteemed and reſpedctel 


(26 ) 
that be giyen way unto on their parts, as th 
will anſwer it unto the Lord. Friends, ] y 
others can remember how in that Day yi 
great Decency and Plaianeſs there was in: 
among young Women Friends, ſcarcely any hj 
Headed Dreſſes then amongſt Friends to be fv 
the Lord's Love, Mercy and Goodneſs {| 
vailed upon and ovorcome their Spirits ; 

Hearts in that Day; that oftentimes were n 


which was of a good ſavour: Methinks int 
view of my mind, I ſtill fee how Young Mx 
that day, in our Apparel, greatly affected Mz 
neſs and Plainnefs, and to keep, and be 
out of any thing whatever. that might hay 
tendency towards the affecting or gratifyig 
light airy Spirit and Mind in us: In that Mei 
can remember we affected none whoſe Con 
lation, Behaviour and Deportment were no 
a ſolid ſober Behaviour; and in that day ti 
that exceeded moſt in the aforeſaid Vin 


Friends, I woald not be miſtaken,” I hat Mt; 
Prejudice, but truly love and refpe& rhok 
mongſt Friends which the Lord hath blelt 1 
anrward Riches ; and | know, in ſome mean; 
Sme have ſhowed truly noble, render, and} 
nerous Diſpoſitions on divers occaſions, ge: 
meaſurably doth ſhow ſomething of the nit 
and quality of the truly noble, and rightly WM-{:; 
nerouʒ ever bleſſed Truth they do profeis. My 
Friends, I knowing what advantage the En 
of my Soul gained over me, when in — I 


0 

irs and Commerce amongſt Men, how b 

*05 1 came to be inwardly tainted with 2 | 

bg and undue, and unfitting Diſpoſition in 

yer much graſping after the things of this 

ld, with the too earneſt purſuir thereof; 

ittle and little I came to loſe and diſ-eſteem 

good, and happy, and bleſſed Senſe of the 

is former and many great inward Mercies, 

ch the Lord in great mercy afforded unto my 

r Soul in my early and young days. Friends, 

u remember how early in my Young Years 

Lord ſhewed unto me the great emptineſs of 

hings _ the enjoyment of himſelf; 

what can be deſired more, (except we 

d needs be Heirs of two Kingdoms, which 

not be) than outwardly to ſubliſt, and 

ein to enjoy the good Preſence, and inward 

ſpiritual Favours, and freſh and wonderful 

ations of the Lord, who doth truly and 

care for thoſe that in reality have their 

ndency upon liim on outwardand temporal 

lderations, as well as on the account of 

Itual Conſiderations. 

Friends, be a given-up People unto the 

I, help the ontwardly Exerciſed and Diſtreſ- 

and look and have your Eye unto the Lord, 

not at the great Weakneſſes and great Miſ- 

ages one of another; (rather imitate the 

Publican's ſtate, than the high and proud 

ſſeical ſtate) the Lord's able and willing to 

e, and often doth paſs by, and again to re- 
Friends, have Love, and Tenderneſs, and 

paſon nnto ſuch, whom you think may = 

e 


be deſerving of the Lord, expect your rey 


doth good unto all; he would have all to « 


Lord, or had done Evil to any, or if ay 


Muiſcarriages; conſider ( 


need of Compaſſion, and to be forgiven a 


to ſtudy how to do good unto 


Lord jeſus Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, how often 
Forgive my Brother when he ſinneth or affen 
_ -gdinſk me? Shall I forgive bim ſevden times! 


( 28 ) 


for he ſendeth his Bleſſings and his Rain ; 
wardly upon the Unjuſt as well as the Juſt; 


unto him and be ſaved, and to attain and a 
unto the knowledge and inward and ſpi 
-Enjoymeng of himſelf. 
And conſider Friend, how oft the Lord! 
been forgiving and paſſing by unto you, 
make another's Caſe yours, that if you 
weak, or had inwardly backfliden from 
ſuſtained Loſs or Wrong by or through 
Eftads) were it 


caſe, you would readily think that you ſu 


as well as of the Lord. So the Lord bly 
People, and make them ſuch as he would 
them tobe, a ſelf-denying and giveneuph 

2 Diſtreſe 
Exerciſed, with what the Lord hath ble 
withal, and to ſhow unto the World a god 
ample outwardly as well as inwardly, that 
alſo may be brought our of their great 2 
exceſhive and too earneſt purſuit of ou 
2hings, Grandeur and Glory, and ov 
worldly Enjoyments, which in a ſmall wp” 
riſheth, and cometh to an end. And ea 
Forgiving Diſpoſition of Mind, that f 
comes into my Mind, when it was as! 


2 


3 | 
ids conſider the Anſwer tne Lord made, 1 
ut unto you only ſeven times, but ſeventy times 
z times, Viz. Ever and always to forgive: 
g ought to be our Duty and Diſpoſition, if 
would be accounted his Diſciples and Fol- 


ers. 
find ſomething ſtill further upon my Mind 
o Friends, that in your publick or retired 
tings, that your Eyes do not wander or gaze 
or affect any whoſe Mouths of the Lord 
be opened to ſpeak and declare of his won- 
ful and great Work which he is about to do, 
rather let ycur back. parts be towards them, 
beas much as poſſible inwardly retired unto 
Lord in your Minds therein, to watch over 
u e Hearts and Minds, and then what may be 
ied from the good Spirit of the Lord in an- 
you will come to hear and receive what 
phtly ſuitable and proper to your then pre- 
ſtate and condition; and then if any 
Id be ſo unhappy to have their Mouths 
ed in the Reaſon and Diſpoſition of their 
Minds and Wills, you will be in a fit and 
temper of Heart and Mind, patiently to 
and endure; and preſervation you will 
V, and cxpcrience and witneſs, And that 
nds) in Meetings of Retirement, as much 
n poſſible be with clearneſs of Mind, keep 
at and much retiredneſs of Mind and Heart 
f Words and Expreſſions, that the well 
emmendable end propos d, and benefit of 
Meetings of Retirement may not be fru- 

d, not made void. | 
Erinis, 


— — 


a 
C 
— — — — 


„ 
Ibleſs the Lord 1 know, and have through 
abundant mercy and goodneſs of. the Lord, 
my ſmall meaſure, been made a witneſs of wh 
F have writ; the Lord is able to perfect 
Work, if there be no Words at all, and: 
to his own great praiſe and glory, which the! 
neſt hearted, and upright in Heart unto | 
Lord knoweth right well. For Friends, y 
profiterh it or ſignifieth, if we could ſpeak 
the Tongue of Men and Angels, and want 
love of God? viz. Charity to flow and dy 
in our Hearts, which bearcth all things, ; 
ſuffers long, endureth all things, vaunteth : 
it ſelf, nor doth not lift any up; but is hunt 
lowly, and ſelf-deny ing. And all Friends wh 
ever, be careful to keep in the Lord's fear; 
you Friends more- eſpecially that have Comme 

and much Converſation amongſt Men, &. 
a care you do not ſhow lightoel of Deportn 
or Behaviour either in Word or Converkati 
towards thoſe that have not that Knowle 
and Underſtanding, and ſuch a Convincen 
upon their Minds and Underſtandings of t 
| 2 and honqurable, and bleſſed way 
Fruth, which the Lord in his abundant love; 
mercy,and great favour hath beſtowed upony 
look you well and carefully, and cautiouſly 
it; the World's People, as we call them, 
uch an underſtanding and knowledge given 
them by that meaſure of Light and Gras 
God, by which the Lord ſheweth unto t 
their duty towards him, and what he requ 
f them, tho? nor rightly taken notice of 
oy regu 


wded by them; if you ſhow but a little Unfaith- 
ek, tho it may be to your Faces they will ſeem 
le pleaſed with you, and commend you for it; yet 
pare very ſenſible of it, and behind your Backs 
Ireproach, and reflect, and condemn. you for i 
the Lord and his honourable and worthy bleſſ 
ne and Truth comes to be difhonoured by you, and 
thereby let in Prejudice, and a lighting and diſ- 
ning of the worthy bleſſed Truth and Way of 
lord: for which Unfaithfulneſs of yours, if you 
ot timely Repent thereof, the Lord in his fore 
leaſure will certainly, in his time, deal and * 
9 you, . Therefore dread and fear the Lord, left 
Treat Fury and Diſpleaſure break forth upon you. 
ends, I can fay it, and that in ſincerity of Heart, 
reno eye to be made popular, or any ſelfiſh In- 
in my thus appegrin ; I bleſs the Lord I can 
it, my Heart and Mind is bent, and hath that in 
fie that is of better duration: And my deſire 
the Lord is, that this Diſpoſition of Mind with 
may ever continue to be ſuch. 

nd Friends, in your Stations and outward Habi- 
ns where you dwell, notwithſtanding it may be 
re weak as fo your inward Conditions in your 
reaſon as towards the Lord, yet take opportu- 
once or twice a Week to call your Families toge- 
Hit be but for half an Hour, or an Hour, and 
re be but two or three of you, and thb' never 
ak, yet get together and fit together a little in 
Ketirednels of your Minds, and let your Sighs 
Groans in the ſecret of your Hearts be unto the. 
for your ſelves, and the welfare inwardly of 
who belong to you Friends, as you come to 
mething diligent, circumſpect and watchful unto 
Lord herein, it is my Faith and beliefthat by de- 
ou will feel the Lord to be drawing near umo 
and afford a Bleſſing unto you therein; and be 
In his Love and Mercy tender your Hearts ant 
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